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Introduction

The  reason  for producing  th is  book in the  M useum  
Collection series is an  a ttem p t to show the O rder 
w h a t  c a n  be d o n e  fo r th e  f u r th e r a n c e  of 
Buffaloism w hen the  m inds of m em bers are se t in trying 

to bring together a  vast nu m b er of m em bers of different 
b an n ers  a t a  public function to show to the  world th a t 
th e  face of B uffaloism  is one huge p h ilan th ro p ica l 
society w orking for the  good of m ank ind .

F rom  th e  early  days of th e  se ttin g  u p  of th e  All 
Sections C onsultative Com m ittee in D ecem ber 1949, 
w hen represen ta tives of nine of the  ten  G rand  Lodges 
in the  United Kingdom had  gathered  in Prince H enry’s 
Room in Fleet S treet, and  had  there  subscribed  to an  
agreem ent u n d e r w hich they  acknowledged for the  first 
tim e  th a t  th e  R .A .O .B . w a s  one  b ro th e rh o o d , a  
b ro therhood com posed of a  n u m b er of Sections each 
operating  independently  and  enjoying sovereign righ ts 
w ithin ou r own organisation , all seeking to fu rth er the 
sam e fundam en ta l principles.

In the ensu ing  years, th is gathering of representatives 
w ent on to se t up  an  agreem ent w hich resu lted  in the 
F irst C onstitu tional Agreem ent being signed sixty years 
ago, on Friday 18th D ecem ber 1953 by nine of the  ten  
Sections of the  R.A.O.B. operating  w ithin the  United 
Kingdom.

At th e  A pril 2011  m ee tin g  of th e  All S e c tio n s  
C onsultative Com m ittee, I w as elected a s  C hairm an of 
th a t body and  a s  I had  been th ink ing  for a  good num ber 
of years along the  lines of m any  of ou r p a s t chairm en 
who had  dream ed of an  R.A.O.B. u n d e r one b an n er I 
m ad e  th e  follow ing sp e ec h  a t  m y in s ta l la t io n  a s  
chairm an.
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It w as w ith a  little bit of app rehension  th a t I m ade 
th is  speech a s  I for one did not w ant to seem  too forward 
and  certinly w as not th ink ing  abou t am algam ation  of 
any  of the  b an n ers , so w ith my best voice I p u t forward 
the  following proposal.

“F irst of all a  vote of th a n k s  to B rother Peter McPhail 
for the  way he h a s  conducted  the  m eetings of th is  
com m ittee over the  las t two years, h is qu iet m anner 
and  h is undoub ted  ability to chair the  m eetings will 
be a  h a rd  act to follow, I hope th a t I can  con tinue in 
the  sam e vein.

B rethren , I th a n k  you for the  confidence you have 
show n in my abilities by electing me a s  your C hairm an  
of th is  a u g u st com m ittee for the  next two years and  
because  of your faith I shall take th is  opportun ity  to 
a d d re ss  you on a  sub jec t so relevant, th a t B anners 
can  now only ignore it a t the ir peril and  to do so would 
not be in the  best in te res ts  of the  O rder in general or 
indeed, its  M em bersh ip . I m ake an  apology if I am  
breach ing  protocol by giving the  following sta tem en t 
b u t I m ake no apology for its  con ten ts, and  before you 
s ta r t to furiously scribble down the co n ten ts  of th is  
ad d ress  I have p repared  copies of it to be available to 
all m em bers p resen t.

Over sixty years ago, in 1951, B rother Leonard Percey 
said th a t the  All Sections Com m ittee had  brough t to 
fruition, a  conception of un ity  w ithin the  Order, and  
he recalled th a t in D ecem ber 1949, rep resen ta tives of 
n in e  of th e  ten  G ra n d  Lodges in th e  c o u n try  h ad  
foregathered in Prince H enry’s Room in Fleet Street, 
and  had  there subscribed  to an  agreem ent u n d er which 
they acknowledged for the  first tim e th a t the  R.A.O.B. 
w as one bro therhood , a  b ro therhood  com posed of a  
nu m b er of Sections each operating  independently  and  
enjoying sovereign righ ts w ithin ou r own organisation, 
all seeking to fu rth er the  sam e fundam en ta l principles.
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In the ensu ing  years, th is gathering of representatives 
w ent on to se t up  an  agreem ent w hich resu lted  in the 
F irst C onstitu tional A greem ent being signed on Friday 
18th D ecem ber 1953 by n ine of the  ten  Sections of 
the  R.A.O.B. operating  w ithin the  United Kingdom.

M em bers of th e  C onsu ltative  C om m ittee an d  the  
bodies it rep re sen ts  are  m utually  concerned w ith the 
well being of the  undefined and  conglom erate “O rder” 
a n d  w ith  th e  well being  an d  s ta tu s  of th e  v arious 
in d ep en d en t o rg an isa tio n s  w hich, w ith  a  lia ison  or 
bond of goodwill, form in effect ou r O rder a s  a  whole.

For m any years now there  h a s  been a  growing urge 
am ongst the  m em bers of the  O rder th a t the  Sections 
sh o u ld  get to g e th er, in th e  sp ir it of fra te rn ity , on 
m atte rs  w hich affect the ir com m on good.

It is now a  m a tte r  of h isto ry  th a t  a s  a  re s u lt  of 
m eetings between G rand Prim o’s and  G rand Secretaries 
of nine ou t of ten  recognised b an n ers , the  R.A.O.B. All 
Sections C onsultative Com m ittee cam e into being in 
J a n u a ry  1953 w ith a  C onstitu tion  approved by all the 
partic ipan t B anners.

The need for solidarity in the  ran k s  of bro therhood 
h a s  been recognised ever since the  form ation of the 
All Sections C onsultative Com m ittee and  there  have 
alw ays been idealists p repared  to try  and  try  again to 
achieve the  ideal O rder u n d e r one um brella. This h a s  
been an  idea of m ine, and  a  lot of o ther m em bers for a  
good nu m b er of years now and  h a s  been re-vitalised, 
c e r ta in ly  for m e, by ta lk in g  to o th e r  like m in d ed  
m em bers over the  last few years.

Quite a  goodly proportion of the  w ork p u t into it in 
years gone p a s t w as w asted  because  it w as backed by 
w ishful th ink ing  and  m uch  of it w as abortive because 
th e  ac id  of p e rso n a l o r se c tio n a l a g g ra n d ise m e n t 
corroded the  idea. We all had  a  share  in these  failings
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an d  on no one section  or b a n n e r  can  the  blam e of 
delay be placed.

W hile it is n o t going to be easy  to convince all 
sections of o u r desire  to come u n d e r one um brella , 
no t easy even to convince ou r own people, we m u st 
m ake a  s ta r t  before we all go under.

The varying factions w ithin ou r sections h a s  in the 
p a s t prevented developm ent of fra ternal con tact b u t it 
h a s  g iven  u s  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  for th e  u n d e rly in g  
susp ic ions to die down and  the new ideas to take root. 
O ur friends begin to accep t a s  a  fact th a t all we w anted 
from them  w as their friendship  and  th a t the dread  word 
“am algam ation” w as ju s t  a  word we had  no desire to 
u se  u n less  and  un til the initiative cam e from the o ther 
side . T h a t in itia tiv e  m u s t  now  com e from  th e  All 
Sections C onsultative Com mittee. Its real object is to 
provide the  m ean s for coord inating  opinion an d  for 
securing  cooperation for the  com m on good.

To th a t end I have a  proposal to place before th is 
Com m ittee, and  th a t is, I would invite G rand Prim o’s 
and  G rand Secretaries of the co n stitu en t sections to a  
forum  to d iscu ss  the  fu tu re  of the  O rder a s  a  whole 
and  to see if we can  find a  com m on ground to progress 
these  though ts. I offer the  facilities of Grove House, 
H arrogate a s  a  m eeting place, accom m odation will be 
provided a t very reasonable  rates.

The forum  would have to take place m id week and  
because of the im portance th a t I place upon th is  subject 
it w ould have to be held du ring  the a u tu m n  of th is 
year. I envisage a  stay  of 2 n igh ts w hich will of course 
include the wives or p a rtn e rs . If it is a t all possible I 
would like to see the first of su ch  m eetings take place 
preferably before the  next m eeting of th is  com m ittee 
in October.

I am  su re  we all realise  th a t there  m ay be m any 
o b stac le s  p laced  in fron t of u s , m any  p rob lem s to
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overcom e b u t th ese  a re  no t in su rm o u n tab le , m uch  
needs to be done and  if we do not s ta r t it now it m ay 
never happen , talk ing together costs no th ing  and  only 
good can  be the  end resu lt and  I for one look forward 
to the  final overcome of those difficulties w hich in the 
p a s t  h a s  p re v e n te d  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t of a  u n ite d  
b ro th erh o o d . A u n ited  Royal A ntediluvian  O rder of 
Buffaloes, w hat a  result! It m ay take years, b u t I canno t 
s tre ss  too strongly, IT MUST BE STARTED!!

It is not a  new concept, du ring  the  early 1920s a  
g roup  of b ro th e rs  g a th e red  together, rea lis ing  th a t  
severa l sm a lle r b a n n e rs  w ere rap id ly  going o u t of 
existence and  invited all these  sm aller b an n ers  of the 
day to join them  in an  a ttem p t to give them  a  new 
lease of life, th a t resu lted  in the  section of the  O rder 
now know n a s  the  G rand  Council being formed, so, if 
we take th a t p a rt of the  overall h isto ry  of ou r O rder 
eighty seven years ago, we can  see th a t the  concept 
does and  h a s  w orked. Let u s  try  and  move th a t concept 
into the  m odern world of Buffaloism.

B rotherhood I believe is indivisible an d  the  la tes t 
agreem ent of the  All Sections C onsultative Com m ittee 
is an  expression of ou r jo in t faith. It is not going to be 
easy, we will have to look long and  h a rd  a t ourselves 
and  be p repared  to m ake som e brave decisions w hich 
we can  carry  back  to ou r sections for the ir individual 
d iscussions, we m u st not en te r into th is  ven tu re  in 
anger or critical term s, b u t ra th e r  in the  sp irit of free 
and  frank  exchanges on progress and  forward thinking. 
We m u st no t ju s t  im itate history, we m u st learn  from 
it and  not be afraid to d iscu ss  the  relevance of w hat we 
do. It will be a  long process b u t by listening to o thers 
we will be tter u n d e rs tan d  the  way to go forward.

W hatever ou r Section, I am  su re  we are all anx ious 
to see Buffaloism  becom e an  even grea ter fraternity , to
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see the  sense of b ro therhood intensified and  to see its 
good w ork and  prestige still fu rth er advanced. We all 
t ru s t  th a t the  C onsultative Com m ittee will succeed in 
un iting  all Sections in a  closer bond of fellowship, and  
in m ak ing  o u r g rea t O rder even g ran d e r an d  m ore 
honoured  th a n  it h a s  ever been before. We have an  
u n b o u n d in g  fa ith  in  th e  u ltim a te  ob jective  of an  
In ternational organisation w ith B rotherhood a s  its basis 
to w hich Lodges and  B an n ers  can  subscribe.

Please do no t go back  to your various B an n ers  and  
forget or loosely m ention th is  item , take stock of the 
s itua tion  before u s  and  urge d iscussion  a t the  earliest 
opportun ity  and  confirm  th a t you are able to m eet w ith 
u s  all and  d iscu ss  th is  sub ject un til we are resolved. I 
feel th a t no opportun ity  for in terchange of views should  
be lost. It is of the  g rea test im portance to the  survival 
ou r beloved Order. I urge you to sup p o rt th is  proposal”.

This proposal led to the  first m eeting of G rand Primos 
and  G rand Secretarys on 4 th  and  5 th  O ctober 2011 a t 
Grove House, hosted  by the  G rand Primo 2011 Bro.
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T e rry  B ill in g h a m  a n d  a t t e n d e d  by  B ro . K en 
H am m erton (Grand Secretary) G rand Lodge of England 
Ltd.; Bro. Gordon Ford (Grand Primo) G rand Lodge of 
England Ltd.; Bro. Geoff G urden (General Secretary) 
G rand Council; Bro. R ichard Allerton (Grand Trustee) 
G rand Council; Bro. Peter McPhail (Past G rand Primo) 
G rand  M iddlesex B an n er; Bro. Ken N ew m an (Past 
G rand  Primo) G rand  M iddlesex B anner; Bro. C hris 
McMahon (Grand Secretary) G rand Lodge of England; 
Bro. Alan Egan (Deputy G rand Primo) G rand Lodge of 
England; Bro. Gerry Shirley (Secretary A.S.C.C.) and  
Bro. Mick W alker (C hairm an A.S.C.C.)

The forum  w as com pleted by a  G ala D inner in the 
G reat Hall a t Grove House, un fo rtunately  the  G rand 
Lodge of E ngland Limited m em bers had  to re tu rn  hom e 
in  th e  e v e n in g  so th e y  m is s e d  th e  d in n e r ,  b u t  
neverth less, it w as enjoyed by those who stayed.

So su ccessfu l w as th is  first m eeting  th a t  it w as 
decided th a t fu rth er m eetings w ould be a rranged  to 
follow the All Sections Consultative Committee m eetings
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d u rin g  2012  an d  to becom e a  reg u la r item  in the  
A.S.C.C. Calendar.

Most of the  topics d iscussed  were reported in the 
G rand Lodge agenda and  have been a  regu lar feature 
in su b seq u en t G rand Lodge agendas.

I place th is  in troduction  here a s  a  rem inder th a t the 
them e for the  following service of rem em brance w as 
one of un ity  and  working together.

Read and enjoy.
Mick Walker 
November 2013
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Ord inarily , I w ould no t d ream  of u p d a tin g  the  
M useum  Collection Book No. 24 a s  the  whole 
s to ry  of th e  R 101 w a s  r e c o u n te d  in  t h a t  
publication b u t a s  th is  w as such  an  historical m ilestone 

in the  a n n a ls  of Buffaloism  and  generated  so m uch  
in te rest, I though t it w arran ted  an o th e r book, and  I 
now pu b lish  for the  in te res t of the  m em bers of the  
O rder w hat is my version of the  events th a t took place 
on S unday  13 th  O ctober 2013.

Bro. Tony Allen, G rand Primo 2013, h ad  been to my 
house  earlier in the  year and  w hilst we were chatting  
abou t various th ings, a s you do, the  subject of the  R101 
m em orial service held in 2010 cropped up . The 2010 
service w as the  80 th  ann iversary  of the  d isaste r and  
the  G rand Primo Bro. Hayden B ennett requested  th a t 
the  R.A.O.B., G.L.E. be given access  to th is  service 
w hich w as being held u n d e r the  ausp ices of the  Airship 
Heritage T rust. Places were duly a rranged  b u t we were 
limited to about 20 m em bers. The account of th is service 
is recalled in the  M useum  Collection N um ber 24.

Tony had  decided th a t the  best date  for th is  service 
w as Sunday  13th October 2013 and  th a t it be organised 
by the  R.A.O.B. G.L.E. so th a t we could have a  service 
w ith ou r m em bers. The G rand Secretary, B rother Chris 
M cM ahon, w as app roached  an d  he s ta r te d  th e  ball 
ro lling, co n ta c tin g  th e  v ica r of St. M ary’s c h u rc h , 
Cardington and  sending out a  c ircular letter advertising 
the  event.

It w as decided from the s ta r t th a t because  the  nam es 
of the  R.A.O.B. m em bers who perished  in the  d isaste r 
had  belonged to m any of the  B anners th a t m ake up  
the  Royal A ntediluvian O rder of Buffaloes, th a t the  
event would be advertised a s  an  in te r b an n er function 
and  we invite all the  B anners and  Sections th a t m ake 
u p  the  All Sections C onsultative Com m ittee to take  
part.

The problem  of organising the  O rder of Service cards 
w as easily overcome a s  the  Provincial G rand Secretary 
of the  B edfordshire Province, Bro. C hris Buckle, had
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an  original copy of the  first service held in 1930 w hich 
he kindly sen t to me. Armed w ith th is  we decided to 
stick  a s  close to th is  original a s  possible so I drew up  a  
d raft copy and  sen t it to the G rand Secretary  who in 
tu rn  sen t it to the vicar for h is observations. I m u st say 
a t th is  stage the  vicar w as m ost helpful, he m ade quite 
a  few suggestions w hich were taken  on board.

Nothing really h appened  during  the  next six m onths, 
a lthough  the a rrangem en ts were still going on in the 
background, there seem ed to be very little in te res t in 
the event.

B rother Tony Allen had  arranged  to pay a  visit to 
C anada  in late Septem ber, re tu rn in g  in early October. 
As no th ing  seem ed to be happen ing  he asked  me if I 
w ould liaise w ith the  G rand Secretary  to get th ings 
m oving, th is  I did an d  a s  it tu rn e d  o u t the  G rand  
Secretary  had  o ther functions on during  the proposed 
date  so he would no t be able to a ttend . It w as then  
th a t I took over the final a rrangem ents, C hris McMahon 
suggested th a t there  m ight be a s  m any a s  100 of our 
m em bers a ttend ing  and  th a t I should  prepare  and  p rin t 
abou t 150 O rder of Service Cards. I contacted  the  vicar, 
Reverend Stephen Sm ith, who w as very obliging, I spoke 
w ith him  for nearly  an  h o u r and  betw een u s  we cam e 
to an  agreem ent on the way it w as to be conducted, 
the choir w as booked and  the o rgan ist knew w hat he 
had  to do, especially w here the A bsent B rethren  Hymn 
w as concerned. This conversation w ith the  Vicar w as 
to be the pivotal poin t in the arrangem en ts , a lthough  
he w as the  vicar a t the  80 th  A nniversary, he had  no 
idea w hat the Royal A ntediluvian O rder of Buffaloes 
w as ab o u t and  w hat we stood for b u t I gave him  a  brief 
outline of ou r activities w hich he w as to incorporate  in 
h is opening address.

The evening prior to the 13th w as the Investiture of 
the  G rand A lderm an of Benevolence, Bro. Albert Lloyd, 
w here no t too m any people a ttended , I took 50 of the 
O rder of Service card s w ith me on th a t occasion w here 
I could h an d  them  ou t to prospective a ttendees, Bro.
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Andy G ratton  w as sa t next to me and  he suggested 
th a t he sells the  ca rd s for a  donation  to the  G rand 
P rim o’s ap p ea l, th is  proved to be very p o p u la r  a s  
souvenirs and  raised  quite a  bit for the  appeal. I also 
asked  Bro. Keith B land, who w as there  to cap tu re  the  
investitu re  on cam era, if he would take the  cam era  to 
th e  p a ra d e  th e  following day , to w hich  he  read ily  
agreed.

Come the day, and  I m u st adm it I w as getting worried 
abou t the  am oun t of people going to tu rn  up  a s  I had  
n o t received  an y  in d ica tio n  th a t  th e  w ord h ad  got 
a round  p lu s the  fact th a t the  w eather did not look too 
good.

My fears were unfounded  however, w hen we drove 
up  the road  to the Church, cars were parked everywhere.

A visit to the  chu rch  first, w ith B rother Tony to speak  
w ith  R everend S tep h en  S m ith  an d  have a  dry  ru n  
th rough  the  service, th is  w as im portan t a s  we were 
due to m arch  down to the  cem etery after the  service, 
b u t w hat if it w as raining? Rev. S tephen  said th a t the 
R.A.O.B. F uneral Service could be held in the  C hurch.

It seem ed th a t everybody had  assem bled  a t the Kings 
Head, C ardington  G reen prior to m arch ing  down to 
the  ch u rch , w hen I got there  the  su n  shone briefly

12



th en  the  ra in  cam e, 
u n d a u n te d ,  th e
m e m b e rs  h o is te d  
u m b re lla s  a n d  still 
c a r r ie d  on
c o n g re g a t in g . At 
2 .4 5  th e  r a in  h a d  
lessened, w hich w as 
a  blessing.
In the  absence of the 
G rand C ham berlain , Bro. Andy C attanach , who could 
not a tten d  due to illness, the  G rand Tyler Bro. Peter

Spence took 
c h a rg e  a n d  
a s s e m b le d  
the m em bers 
in som e kind 
of m arch ing  
o rd e r .  T h e  
p a r a d e  
p r o p e r  
began, w ith 
th e  G ra n d  
T y le r  B ro . 
P e t e r

Spence in the  lead w ith h is ba ton  held high and  proud. 
He w as closely followed by the  G rand Primo G.L.E. Bro. 
Tony Allen along w ith Bro. Geoff G urden G rand Council 
G eneral Secretary, in h is capacity  a s  C hairm an of the 
All Sections C onsultative Com m ittee, followed closely 
by Bro. Bill J o n e s , G ran d  Prim o G ran d  Lodge of 
E ngland Ltd.; Bro. Toby Foot D eputy G rand Primo of 
th e  G ra n d  Lodge of E n g la n d ; B ro. G ordon  Ford  
Im m ediate Past G rand Primo G rand Lodge of England 
Ltd.; Bro. Steve M inchin  G rand  C ouncil T re a su re r  
re p re se n tin g  th e  G ran d  C ouncil; Bro. Rod S m ith , 
D eputy G rand Primo G rand Lodge of England Ltd.; Bro. 
Norm an York G rand T reasu rer G rand Lodge of England; 
Bro. Reg V ass G rand Primo G rand Middlesex B anner;
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Bro. Peter McPhail Past G rand Primo G rand Middlesex 
B anner; Bro. Ken Newman Past G rand Primo G rand 
M iddlesex B anner; along w ith Bro. Hayden B ennett, 
Bro. Terry Billingham , and  Bro. Barrie Kingston, p a s t

G rand Prim o’s 
of th e  G ran d  
Lodge of 
E n g l a n d ,  
followed by a  
g o o d l y  
n u m b e r  of 
B rethren  from 
a ll s e c t io n s  
assem bled .

B ro . D en  
W h it te n b u ry  

who w as rep resen tin g  the  G rand  Executive B anner 
d id n ’t jo in  the  m arch  a s  he w as busy  w ith the  video 
cam era  to record the  event.

There w as no band  playing m arch ing  m usic, ju s t  a  
long procession of m em bers dodging puddles, w ith a  
d e te rm ined  step , h e a d s  held  high  an d  very p roud , 
um brellas in the  folded position.
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Arrival a t the  ch u rch  door w as m et by one of the 
ch u rch  W ardens, Bro. J im  who u sh ered  the  party  to 
the ir seats , m ost of the  RAOB Ladies were already in 
position  a s  were m em bers of th e  congregation , the

G ra n d  P r im o ’s 
ta k in g  s e a ts  to 
th e  f ro n t  to  
e n a b le  th e m  to 
s tan d  in front of 
the  congregation 
w here they  later 
r e a d  o u t  th e  
n a m e s  of th e  
know n m em bers 
who were on th a t 
fateful flight.

T he  v ic a r  c am e  to  th e  le c te rn  a n d  w e lco m ed  
everybody to th is  special service, we th en  sang  the  first

hym n w hich w as “Fight the  good 
f i g h t ” , 
in teresting ly  
the vicar had  
inform ed u s  
t h a t  th i s  
h y m n  w a s  
n u m b er 101 
in the  hym n 
b o o k , I 
w o n d e r  if 
t h i s  h y m n  
w as ch o sen  
on  th e

o rig in a l se rv ice  b e c a u se  of its  
ra th e r  un ique  num ber.

There th en  followed a  lesson read  by the  Vicar after 
w hich he gave an  ad d ress  encom passing  the  h isto ry  of 
the  R101 and  the  w ork th a t th o u sa n d s  of people had  
p u t in to m ake the  d ream  of the  a irsh ip  come true, 
especially here in C ardington w here the  village chu rch
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of St. M arys played an  im portan t p a rt in the  everyday 
life of its  people.

Next cam e the  hym n “Praise my soul the  King of 
Heaven”, sung  in a  very ro b u st way.

The G ran d  Prim o, Bro. 
Tony Allen w as next up  to 
th e  le c te r n  g iv in g  h is  
ad d re ss , bearing  in m ind 
he h ad  very little tim e to 
c o m p o se  a n  a d d re s s  he  
n e v e r th e le s s  m a d e  a  
sterling effort and  I p rin t it 
here for you to appreciate , 
th e  th e m e  w a s  a lw a y s  
going to be along the  lines 
of th e  R .A .O .B. w o rk in g  
together a s  one.

“Ladies, G entlem en and  
m em bers of the Order. First 
of all I would like to th an k  
R everend S te p h en  S m ith  
for the  u se  of h is beautifu l 

ch u rch  for th is  service, an d  secondly th a n k  you for 
your suppo rt in your a ttendance  here today, and  for 
allowing me the  opportun ity  to ad d ress  you all.

For those of you who do not know a  great deal abou t 
the  h istory  of the  R101, I will give you a  sho rt precis of 
the  events leading up  to the  d isaster.

The a irsh ip  R101 w as bu ilt here a t C ardington in 
1929, well th a t’s w hen she w as com pleted, it took 3 
years to design & build. Most people have heard  of the 
R101, it w as the  largest lighter th a n  a ir a irsh ip  a t the 
tim e. The R101 and  her slightly sm aller siste r ship, 
the  R100 were the  s ta r t  of the  great Im perial A irship 
Schem e.

It w as a  p lan  to link the  far reaches of the  Em pire 
w ith quick travel. At th a t tim e aircraft were in their 
infancy, and  travelling any great d istance  had  either
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to be a  sea  voyage, or a  cram ped aeroplane m aking 
several s tops along the  way. A trip  to the  o ther side of 
the  world would have to be taken  by sea.

O n h e r  m a id e n  
f l ig h t , j u s t  u n d e r  
e ig h t  h o u r s  a f te r  
leaving h e r m ooring 
m ast a t C ardington, 
she suffered a  d rastic  
loss of hydrogen gas 
and  cam e down ju s t  
ou tside  B eauvais in 
France.
T h e  e s c a p in g  g a s  
caugh t light, and  the 

a irsh ip  w as consum ed in fire. Eight of the  fifty four on
b o a r d  
m anaged  to 
escape , b u t 
tw o of th e  
i n i t i a l  
s u r v i v o r s  
d id  n o t
recover from 
t h e i r  
in ju ries and  
d ie d , o n e  
th e  d a y
a f te r ,  a n d

the other, two days after, bringing the  to tal d ea th s  to 
forty eight. Of th e  fifty four on b o a rd  a t th e  tim e, 
a p p ro x im a te ly  h a lf  w ere  m e m b e rs  of th e  O rd e r, 
in c lu d in g  Lord T h o m so n  of C a rd in g to n , th e  Air 
M inister.

Their rem ain s were re tu rn e d  to London w here they 
laid in s ta te  un til 11th O ctober 1930, w hen they were 
brough t to Bedford by tra in  and  a  procession th en  took 
them  to C ardington village w here they were laid to re s t
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in a  com m unal grave in C ardington cem etery, a lm ost 
to the  h o u r th a t they departed  the  S a tu rday  before.

The com m unal tom b w as com pleted in 1931 and  
inscribed w ith the nam es of those who perished , and  
today th is  m em orial still dom inates the churchyard .

Of the th o u sa n d s  of w orkers who bu ilt the airship , 
m any were m em bers of ou r O rder and  they were very 
p roud  of the w ork they had  achieved, in fact a  vast 
nu m b er of w orkers were there  to cheer the lift off, even 
the  handling  party  w hich consisted  of som e 400 m en, 
m any of whom  were m em bers of the Order.

The m aiden voyage drew large crowds, there  were 
traffic ja m s  for four and  a  ha lf miles, from C ardington 
to Bedford, and  roads becam e a  solid park ing  lot.

The a irsh ip  w as the  size of an  ocean liner b u t could 
only carry  50 people.

B ecause there were so m any of ou r O rder involved 
w ith the a irsh ip , today sees a  m ilestone reached  w ith 
m any B anners a ttend ing  a s  one body.

The R.A.O.B. h a s  never been con ten t to s tan d  still; 
its streng th  h a s  alw ays been its w illingness to move 
forward w ith the tim es and  to provide resou rces w hich 
changing conditions dem and.

This service today is bourne  of a  fervent desire to 
have w ith in  the  O rder a  fresh  im p e tu s to carry  u s  
fo rw ard  in to  th e  n ex t g en era tio n . Today h a s  been  
fram ed in su ch  a  way a s  to be a  universal gathering  of 
all ou r m em bers, and  by its very n a tu re  to serve a s  an  
exam ple to o u r m em bersh ip  how close we are , no t 
un ited  in grief, b u t un ited  in rem em brance.

The progress we have m ade in recen t years canno t 
be denied, ne ither can the efforts of those involved today 
be shelved; we are con tinu ing  to rebuild  ou r once great 
O rder.

Let u s  continue in the sam e vein th a t h a s  been the 
hallm ark  of ou r Order, Benevolence, Conviviality and  
m ost of all F riendsh ip”.
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We had  given som e though t abou t reciting the  Royal 
B ritish  Legion E xhortation by Laurence Binyon (1869­
1943) “They shall no t grow old a s  we who are left grow 
old”, b u t w ith the  service being ab o u t the  R.A.O.B. 
m em bers it w as decided th a t Tony should  finish h is 
ad d ress  by sim ply saying

“We will rem em ber them ”.
Then followed th a t ever popu lar hym n “Abide w ith 

m e” and  if the  o ther hym ns d id n ’t raise  the  roof, th is  
one certainly  did. Next cam e the  p rayers from the  vicar 
and  m om ent of quiet reflection.

D uring  the  nex t hym n “E te rna l F a th e r S trong  to 
Save” the  vicar announced  th a t a  collection would be 
ta k e n  to he lp  w ith  th e  u p k eep  of th e  c h u rc h , six 
v o lu n te e r s  from  th e  RAOb  w ere  o v e rse e in g  th e  
collection, an d  know ing the  generosity  of the  RAOB 
m em bers, the  v icar w ould be well p leased  w ith the  
resu lt. It w as during  th is  hym n th a t I w ent outside to 
check on the  w eather, it w as rain ing  very hard , so I 
w hispered to the  vicar ‘S tephen, it’s chucking  it dow n’, 
so the  decision w as m ade there and  then  th a t the RAOB 
Funeral Service would take place in the  church .
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After the  hym n ‘E ternal F a th e r’, rep resen ta tives of 
the  five B anners a ttend ing  cam e to the  front and  each 
in tu rn  read  ou t a  nam e, there  were eighteen known 
nam es of the  m em bers of the  Royal A ntediluvian O rder 
of Buffaloes who were aboard  the Airship on th a t fateful 
flight.

I list for inform ation those rep resen ta tives who read 
ou t the  nam es, from left to right, Bro. Tony Allen, G rand 
Primo G rand Lodge of England; Bro. Reg V ass, G rand 
Primo G rand Middlesex B anner; Bro. Bill Jo n es, G rand 
Prim o G rand  Lodge of E ng land  Limited; Bro. Geoff 
G u rd e n , G en era l S e c re ta ry  G ran d  C ouncil in  h is  
capacity  a s  C hairm an of the  All Sections C onsultative 
Committee; Bro. Steve Minchin, G rand T reasurer G rand 
Council; Bro. D ennis W hittenbury, P ast G rand Primo 
G rand Executive B anner.

I also list for inform ation, the  know n nam es of the 
eighteen m em bers who were on th a t flight, again in 
no p a rticu la r order;

1. B rigad ier-G eneral, The R ight Hon. Lord 
Thom son of Cardington, Air M inister.

2. Wilfred Moule (Engineer) No. 2 car.
3. George W. Short (Charge-H and Engineer).
4. William H. King (Engineer).
5. M aurice F. L ittlekitt (Engineer) No. 1 car.
6. Hector E. Ford (A ssistant Coxswain).
7. C harles A. B urton  (Engineer).
8. Albert H. W atkins (Engineer).
9. M artin G. R am pton (A ssistant Coxswain).
10. Sidney E. Scott (Charge-H and Engineer).
11. S q u a d ro n  L ead er E rn e s t  L. J o h n s to n  

(Navigator).
12. Major George H erbert Scott (ADAD Flying).
13. Leonard E. O ughton (A ssistant Coxswain).
14. A rthu r J . R ichardson (Rigger).
15. Cecil E. Taylor (Rigger)
16. A rthu r (Ginger) Victor Bell (Engineer) No. 

5 car - survivor.
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17. Jo se p h  H. B inks (Engineer) No. 5 car - 
survivor.

18. Victor Savory (Engineer) No. 3 car - survivor.

The las t hym n w as of course ou r ever faithful A bsent 
B rethren  hym n “Sprit of T ru th ”, and  a lthough  the choir 
in a tten d an ce  were very good, the  seventy five or so 
b re th ren  in the  ch u rch  were in su ch  fine voice I th in k  
the  singing of th a t hym n could have been heard  in 
Bedford, it w as enough to m ake the  h a irs  on your arm  
s tan d  up , I personally  w as very p roud  of ou r m em bers 
in a ttendance , for w hen the  tim e called, they were of 
one voice.

The p rayers and  blessing saw the close of the  official 
serv ice , we w ere su p p o se d  to m a rc h  dow n to th e  
cem etery for the  laying of the  w reath s and  the  RAOB 
GLE F uneral service b u t a s  I said before, the  w eather 
w as no t being very kind to u s  so we formed the  link 
inside the  chu rch , in the  aisle, and  the  w reath s were 
placed on the  floor a t the  head  of the  link.

B r o t h e r  
T o n y  
A l l e n  
t h e n  
performed 
t h e  
F u n e r a l  
service in 
a  m anner 
w h i c h  
h a s  
b e c o m e  
one of h is

hallm arks, for cerem onies, during  h is year a s  G rand 
Primo, and  we once again sang  the  A bsent B rethren  
Hymn, th is  tim e w ith no organ accom panim ent, w hat 
a  p le a su re  to h e a r , m ale  voices in one acco rd  all 
stand ing  p roud  and  singing the ir h e a rts  out.
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By the tim e we had  finished the ra in  had  abated  and  
m ost of the m em bers paraded , in silence, led by the 
G ra n d  T yler, B ro th e r  P e te r S p en ce  to g e th e r  w ith  
Reverend S tephen  Sm ith , down to the  cem etery  for 
the  laying of w reaths.

The parade to the R101 Tomb

22



The assembed Brothers about to lay the wreaths

The rear end of the Tomb
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Back to the  ch u rch  for a  very welcome cup of tea  or 
coffee a n d  b is c u its  a n d  a  c h a t  w ith  som e of th e  
p a rish io n e rs  an d  the  vicar, also the  m em bers were 
renew ing old acq u a in tan ces and  m aking new ones, a s 
we do w hen a  group of Buffaloes assem ble, I m u st say, 
the  vicar, Reverend S tephen Sm ith, w as very im pressed 
w ith the  whole day and  how well it w ent, so im pressed  
w as he, th a t he would like to have an o th e r service, ju s t  
like th is  one next year.

P e rh a p s  one of th e  o th e r  b a n n e rs  m igh t like to 
organise next y ear’s parade, I know th a t the  invitation 
w as th row n  open th e  following w eek w hen  th e  All 
Sections C onsultative Com m ittee m et, a s  it happens, 
the  date  of next y e a rs’ service will fall on S unday  5 th  
O ctober w hich will be eighty four years to the  date  of 
the  crash .
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Because  the  event w as organised  by the  G rand 
Lodge of England, the  lesson to be learn t by each 
m em ber of the  O rder is no t one of victory for 
G.L.E., it is ju s t  a  clear victory for the  m em bers in all 

b an n ers  who place the  principles of b ro therhood high 
above all “b a n n e r” in te re s ts . I s incere ly  hope th a t  
no th ing  h a s  been lost in th is  ven ture , indeed, we live 
in hope th a t the  love of well-doing u n d e r the  b an n er of 
Buffaloism  still lives and  flourishes.

You cam e not because  you knew them , b u t because 
each of u s  is p a rt of each other. We have a  faith in the 
belief of a  com m on hum anity .

Those of u s, who like the  b re th ren  of the  All Sections 
C onsultative Com m ittee and  all who have gone before 
u s, have dream ed d ream s of a  Buffaloism  w hich will 
bring all b an n ers  into one cohesive and  coherent whole 
will rejoice th a t, even though  it m ay only be one sm all 
step, it show s th a t ou r ideals are  nearer to a  closer 
w orking together, an d  is concrete  evidence th a t the  
Buffaloism  of ou r visions will come, no t by any b an n er 
wielding its  superio r force, not by e ither b land ishm en t 
or coercion, b u t by the u rgen t and  irrepressible dem and 
th a t lives in the  h u m an  soul, for a  consolidation of all 
the  forces w hich exist to build  into glorious life, the 
beautifu l ideal we have nam ed “Buffaloism ”, and  w hich 
co n stitu tes  the  base  upon  w hich a  tru e  b ro therhood of 
m an  will one day arise.

No accoun t of th is  event would be com plete u n less  
reference and  th a n k s  were m ade to Bro. Mick W alker, 
Bro. C hris McMahon and  Reverend S tephen  Sm ith for 
the  w ork they p u t in to m ake th is  a  very special event, 
th e y  e x e rc ised  th e  to le ra n c e  a n d  p a tie n c e  w h ich  
overcam e every obstacle and  m ade progress possible.

I also give my th a n k s  to Bo. Mick B rew ster who sold 
a n d  d is tr ib u te d  th e  O rder of Service c a rd s  a t th e  
en trance  to the  ch u rch  and  personal th a n k s  to Bro. 
S im on A u stin  w ho ac ted  a s  m y p u s h e r , a s  I w as 
w heelchair bound  on the  day.
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The following letter w as sen t to all b an n ers  from 
the G rand Primo Bro. Tony Allen and  I p rin t in 
full the  text of th a t letter.

“D ear Sir and  B rothers
I would like to take th is  opportun ity  to th a n k  you 

for th e  re p re se n ta tio n  a t  th e  re c e n t R101 A irsh ip  
M emorial from your section. Having a tten d ed  m any 
functions of the  R.A.O.B. it gave me m uch  p leasure  
th a t five sections cam e together a s  one body for th is  
service and  th a t we stood a s  one. It is not som ething 
th a t one section can  claim  a s  the ir own, b u t a s  one; we 
c an  c la im  a  m ile s to n e  th a t  will m ove u s  fo rw ard  
together.

I certainly hope th a t th is  and  perhaps o ther functions 
can  be arranged  where the R.A.O.B. can s tan d  shoulder 
to shou lder and  th a t each section would take the  lead 
in the arrangem ents. I know as far as the R101 Memorial 
is concerned the  Rev. Sm ith would be m ore th a n  happy 
to have a  service of th is  type in 2014. R ather th a n  any 
one section tak ing  th ings a s  the ir own, I would issue  
an  open invitation for an o th e r section to con tinue with 
the  service a t Cardington.

I know th a t the  G rand Lodge of England Ltd. are 
th ink ing  of a  tribu te  in respec t of the  WW1 and  WW2 
A m bulances and  they will of course gain ou r support. 
So please would you m ake your in ten tions know n if 
you w ish to take  on the  R101 Service or any  o ther 
gathering .

I would like to place on record  my grateful th a n k s  to 
you all for your a tten d an ce  and  positive a ttitu d e  to 
being p a rt of one body, one face of un ity  tow ards the 
public and  ou r m em bers.
Yours fraternally.
Bro. Tony Allen, R.O.H.,
G rand Primo, G rand Lodge of England.
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Finaly, it would be rem iss of me no t to include an  
article from B rother Geoff G urden, G rand Council 
G eneral Secretary , who placed the  following in 

the  G rand Council Newsletter N um ber 74.
“I do not th in k  I have ever left an  R.A.O.B. function 

w ith such  a  sense of p leasure  and  satisfaction a t having 
being involved in a  m ost worthw hile event. Yes, I had  
been aw are of th is  happen ing  back  in April, b u t it w as 
m ost definitely on the  back  b u rn e r  u n til ju s t  a  few 
d a y s  p r io r , w h e n  th e  G ra n d  C o u n c il T r e a s u r e r  
m entioned in conversation th a t he would be a ttend ing  
and  I decided to jo in  him.

I refer of course  to the  M emorial Service held on the 
13th O ctober in rem em brance of the  B rethren  of the 
O rder who were killed in the  d isaste r of His M ajesty’s 
A irship R101, on the  4 th  October, 1930, eighty th ree  
years ago.

Why w as I so pleased ? Well, som ew here in the  region 
of seventy five Buffs had  assem bled  for the  parade  and  
service, m ostly G rand Lodge of E ngland m em bers b u t 
w ith added  rep resen ta tion  from The G rand Council, 
T he G ran d  Lodge of E n g lan d  L im ited, T he G ran d  
Executive B anner, The G rand Middlesex B anner and  
the  All S ections C onsu ltative  C om m ittee. Sadly the  
w eather did no t look on ou r actions kindly and  there  
were m any um brellas in evidence. It w as decreed th a t 
the  original request for full regalia w as to be reduced 
to collar, sa sh  and  jewel in view of the  conditions, b u t 
it w as still a  p retty  im pressive body of B ro thers who 
gathered  a t the  Kings Arm s on C ardington village green 
to s ta r t the  sho rt procession to the  C hurch.

It seem ed to me th a t th is  w as w hat it w as all about, 
B ro thers walking together w ith no th o u g h ts  of b arrie rs  
or differences, b u t w ith w arm th  and  good fellowship.

The chief rep resen ta tiv es  of th e  B an n ers  p resen t 
were assem bled  tow ards the  front of the  parade; Bro. 
Steve M inchin R.O.H. rep resen ting  G rand Council w ith 
myself, a s  C hairm an of the  A.S.C.C., rep resen ting  th a t 
body.
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W hen all were congregated the  ch u rch  seem ed full 
and  the  Service of R em em brance began a t 3 p.m . w ith 
a n  o p e n in g  a d d re s s  by th e  Rev. S te p h e n  S m ith  
outlin ing  the  h isto ry  of the  R101 an d  deta ils  of the 
su b seq u en t d isas te r on the  4 th  O ctober 1930.

Additionally, in the  O rder of Service the  following 
sta tem en t w as m ade: “The R.A.O.B. were no t given any 
p a rt in the  original parade  on the  11th O ctober 1930, 
b u t in o rder for m em bers of the  O rder to pay th e ir 
respects, The Bedford & D istrict Province organised a  
m em orial service held the  following m onth  on S unday  
16th November.

On the  day som e 6 or 7 th o u san d  people a ttended  
the  m em orial service w hich w as held in Shed No 2, 
those th a t a ttended , including the  G rand Primo, were 
estim ated  a t 5 ,000 Buffs”.

The story  of the  ill-fated in au g u ra l flight to Ind ia  
w hich ended so tragically in Alonne, n ear B eauvais in 
N orthern France is well docum ented  and  rem ains full 
of controversy to th is  day.

It had  been in tended  to m arch  from the ch u rch  to 
the  m em orial in the  nearby  cem etery b u t the  ra in  had  
intensified briefly and  the  decision w as m ade to lay 
the  w rea th s  w ith in  the  chu rch . D espite th is  several 
B ro thers did m ake the  sho rt jou rney  there  and  then  
the  event finally broke up  in farewells.

Both B rother Steve and  I were extrem ely proud  to 
have rep resen ted  G rand Council and  there  is ta lk  of a  
follow-up parade  next year. It would be very gratifying 
to see G rand Council well a ttended  there”.
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The following pages show m any of the  pho tographs 
th a t were taken  on the  day w hich could not be 
included in the  text, they are a  pictorial rem inder 
th a t the  rep resen ting  B anners were gathered  a s  one.

Grateful th an k s  go to Bro. Keith Bland and  Bro. M ark 
D ench for the  use  of the  m any p ic tu res they had  taken  
on the  day, they both  braved the  cold and  ra in  to bring 
these  pictorial pages together.

It would not be com plete w ithout the  th a n k s  given 
to Bro. D ennis W hittenbury  of the  W est H ertforshire 
Province who cap tu red  all of the  event on video, I’m 
su re  th a t w hen the  DVD is released it will be a  very 
g ra p h ic  re m in d e r  o f th e  e x c e lle n t d ay  s p e n t  in  
C ardington and  in good com pany.

The pho tographs are in no p a rticu la r order ne ither 
are  they focussed on any one m em ber, I have tried to 
p u t them  in a  chronological order b u t w ith so m any 
p ic tu res to choose from I m ay have failed m iserably in 
my efforts, b u t none the  less they are a  good set of 
p ictures.

Wet, but still full of life
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Damp but cheerful

I can’t believe Bob Fairbrass is 
using a Grand Tylers brolly

Wendel looking for Divine 
inspiration

I m alright Jack

Grand Lodge of England
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Grand Lodge of England Limited

Grand Lodge of England Limited and Grand Middlesex Banner
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be careful, this is the first puddle

The short march Bedfordshire lads

almost there awaiting the arrival
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Moving out from the pub

Not quite so wet
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First call for assembly

Second call for assembly
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A fine body of men

Are we ready?
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Mind the puddles

Pay attention please
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Somebody is out ofstep

Dennis Whittenbury bringing up the rear (and the video camera)
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Nearing the church

A fine body of men (& Women)
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Almost there

Please wait
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Grand Lodge of England & Grand Middlesex Banner

A packed church
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Reg Vass, Bill Jones, GeoffGurden, Mick Walker

Bro. Tony Allen

the entrance to the church

Reverend Stephen Smith

Tony Allen, Reg Vass, Bill Jones Geoff Gurden, SteveMinchin, Den Whittenbury
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View of the church from the main 
road

the magnificent organ and choir 
stalls

Bedforshire Province wreath one o f the excellent stained glass windows
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The Procession

TheTomb with the Royal Air Force Insignia
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Bro. Bill Jones, Grand Lodge of England Limited

Bro. Reg Vass, Grand Middlesex Banner
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Bro. Gordon Ford, Grand Lodge ofEngland Limited

Bedfordshire Deputy Provincial Grand Primo
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The headstone of Brother Arthur (Ginger) Victor Bell, one of the 
survivors who was later interred in a separate grave very close to 

the main tomb, in the background.

First memorial service, shed No. 2
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forming the link Procession to the Tomb

the remains of the flag that survived the 
crash

Another stained glass 
window

This pictorial session  th en  com pletes the  book, I hope 
you have enjoyed reading  it a s  m uch  a s  I had  in the 
production  of it.
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C opies of th e se  a n d  o th e r p u b lic a tio n s  by  th e  Royal A n ted iluv ian  
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