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INTRODUCTION

It is once more my privilege to usher into this world another 
book in the Museum Collection series.

This book in the series is a copy of the Aldridge Souvenir 
booklet loaned to me by a very good friend, in preparing 
this edition for publication I have tried to obtain the date of 
the first publication without success but it is thought to be 
in the late 1920’s.

Before the end of the nineteenth century, work was in 
hand to raise funds for an orphanage. The driving force 
behind the scheme at this time was Brother L. I. Aulton, of 
whom it is recorded that he repeatedly gave notice of 
business at G.L. for his scheme to be discussed, but Grand 
Lodge did not seem to be interested. Undeterred by this 
lack of interest, he finally secured a hearing, and in January 
1898, Grand Lodge gave its approval in outline, the vote 
being unanimous.

By November 3rd, 1900, negotiations for land on which 
to build had reached a most satisfactory stage, for it was 
reported that Brother E. R. Tongue Croxall, Lord of the Manor 
of Aldridge, had donated an area of land some three acres 
in extent, subject to certain restrictions which would operate 
in the event of the Orphanage being closed. The Directors 
accepted with thanks, and, this decision having been taken, 
the local Rector and ladies of the district took up the task of 
assisting the funds; every kind of local effort was put into 
the work, including a three days ’ Bazaar under the 
distinguished patronage of Lady Bateman and Scott and 
Lady Tenterden, who, says the book, “honoured the occasion 
with their presence” .

On February 21st, 1903, the financial position had 
improved to the point where the statement o f accounts 
showed an all in total subscribed over the five years of 
£1,204, and in spite of the plea of the timorous few who 
wanted another £1,000 subscribed before commencing
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operations, a decision was made to commence building 
immediately.

Speed now becam e the second name o f everyone 
connected with the project. Following the decision in 
February to proceed, plans were approved in April, tenders 
asked for and submitted by May, and the ceremony of cutting 
the first tu rf arranged for June, when Brother John 
Archdeacon officiated. The interesting and historic ceremony 
of laying the foundation stone followed four months later - 
October 3rd, 1903, and this operation, as was appropriate, 
was in the hands of the donor of the land - Brother E. R. T. 
Croxall.

W hilst the cerem ony o f cutting the first tu rf was 
accompanied by torrential rain, the laying of the foundation 
stone proved to be one of those days when it is easy for the 
most harassed citizen to believe the Lord is smiling on him. 
Brilliant sunshine, delegations of brethren from Lodges in 
most parts of Britain, representatives from many kindred 
societies, everyone in the full regalia of their organisations, 
assembled at the Aldridge Schools, and, headed by the 
W igm ore Schools Brass and Reed Band (which was 
composed of orphan boys from the Wigmore Schools), they 
paraded the streets to the ceremonial site.

The foundation stone was laid on October 3, 1903, and 
the building was opened on May 30th, 1904. In the course 
of the next 40 years or so, the whole orphanage question 
was a matter of bitter and political dispute, and the order 
finally got out of the orphanage business in 1945.

This is a pictorial view of a wonderful building which was 
designed to last for a very long time, at the end though the 
land and the buildings came under a lot of fire at Grand 
Lodge because of the indeterminate ownership of the assets.

Read and enjoy.

Mick Walker ROH 
March 2011
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Teach me to soothe the helpless orphan’s grief, 
With timely aid the widow’s woes assuage; 

To misery’s moving cries to yield relief, 
And be the sure source of drooping age.

The Orphanage was founded in 1898.
It is situated at Druid’s Heath, Aldridge, Staffordshire and commands a beautiful stretch of undulating country one 

side of which is capped by the historic Barr Beacon. It is 3lA miles from Walsall, 7 miles from Lichfield, 9 miles from 
Birmingham and 4 miles from Sutton Coldfield, which has a picturesque public park of 2,400 acres. The locality is 
considered very suitable for such an institution. The beauty of its surrounding scenery, its bracing air, and the dryness of 
its soil makes it an ideal place as a home for children, Here, “All is bright and beautiful.’

The land upon which the building stands comprises three acres, the gift of Bro. Capt. E. R. T. Croxall, Lord of the Manor.
The first building was opened by the late Bro. The Rt. Hon. Lord Alverstone, Lord Chief Justice of England, on May 

30th 1904.
A new wing was added in 1912, opened by the late Bro. Lord Alverstone on September 12th, 1912.
Further extensions were made in 1916, when the new Hospital Wards were opened by the late Bro. Dr. E. Williams Jones 

on 18th November, 1916.
In 1921 the new memorial wing and Recreation Hall was opened by the Grand Primo of England on the 16th May 19~ 1.
Further extensions were made in 1922 to the girls’ playroom, dormitories and staff quarters, also the Hospital Wards.

A new Laundry was also built (40 ft. by 20 ft.) fully equiped with up-to-date machinery, with room over for boys’ Manual 
Training School.

1923 — Extensions to the North end of the building, Scullery and Larder enlarged. Workroom and Stores, with 
improved Bathroom and Staff quarters.

Grounds cultivated and laid out, and Tennis Courts formed.
The whole of the Orphanage grounds comprises 20 acres with farm buildings and cottages.
The first six children were admitted, Saturday 18th September, 1905. Since then 440 children have been maintained, 

educated, and well equipped with good moral training for the battle of life.

“Not to make money, but to make men and women in the noblest purpose in life.”
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HAPPY ANNUAL SPORTS

Tvc-of-W iu  Contest



N
o.

 
:l 

W
ar

 I*
. 

IS
Fl

K
tA

B
Y 

\\
'O

EK
 &

fpQ
0E

8

Jl;lVM
3iaKVi [ 

iSO
JfJlirj



D i n i n g  H a i . l D o V S 1 G -V M K A 5IU M

Consjfft of B u ttiu u , \o. 1 Dohhitu&v Lal'mjkv



P U V C R O I 7 N b S  |V T t N M S  F i e r i ) ^ E r S E I A R Y ,  M a t  M u x , 4  S T A F F

IJix n s r  T im e Kitchen



Vi
e
 tr

in
e;

 D
a

y
 

T
ut

: 
G

ik
t.s

' 
G

a
k

u
b

n
s

11

T
h

e
 A

m
a

t
e

u
r
 G

a
e

&
e

n
e

k
 

L
e

is
u

k
e
 l

i<
?U

K



H E R E  " A L L  JS  -BRIGH T A X B  B E A U T I F U L

H i  t i p  ̂ .. .
J£*ma ' il - * ■j  'L'i*  ̂ ’_

O ur Bo vs  and  G ir ls . Matron  a s p  S e o n u it v



The Building is ideated by Mot
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ll'ater and Lighted by EleetricUj- 
H e a h  V’ i i w  w i t h  G a i d w h .
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T'he Sanitary Arrangements throughout are all that can he desired -
F r o k t  F.v t b a k c e ] T , A V-G RtJ L'M J

B o v b  i s  E tCTtflJAX IotJ H f l i i . C.;iRLS' P iA T R C lO M



' I t  is  {o f the protection, f o r  the E ducation , f o r  the care, j o r  the maintenance o f I  A ttic  C h ild ren
[ T h e  L a t e  L o r d  i t s f e M T O w s )
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ANNUAL

PlCK-A-lSACK [ { A f t  A CLusii PiHtfiSU

May every child that in educated here have not only a happy life, hat he trained to meet tilth courage the 
hut tics that mtisf turtle upon it in the course of :is lifef - (T hf. LaTE Lotti) Al.VUttSTONE).



R eg u la tion s  f o r  V is itin g  the O rphanage .

Wednesdays—2j0 till t»,0 in the Aeternoon.

SPECIAL DAYS FOR PARTIES.—Applications mnst be; jiiadis to the Secretary, Leonard I. A ultqn.
R.G.H., P.G.IMEng.).. fc, Wsdnesbury Roa4  Walsall.

NO VISITING ALTA-WED ON SUNDAYS,

ORPHANS' FUTURE ADVANCEMENT FUND.
Established lor the purpose Ot Appi'cn nung, purchasing tools, helping to obtain 
scholars!tips, or otherwise assisting children when they leave the Orphanage.

Donations in cltd of: the bmid it-ill be gratefully received by the Secretary,

All cloud's of os. UrL to be l ife  su b sc r ib e r s . The Bronze L.S. Decoration is awarded to 
Life Subscribers only. Subscribers are kindly requested to give their full address in all cases,

Nomination Forms for the admission of children can 1* obtained on application to the Secretary.
All communications and remittances to be sent to the Secretary., Leonard L Avlion, K.O.H,, 

P.G>P.(Eng.), f>5, Wednesbury Road, Walsall.

JAHM H u n v o te . LIMITED, PRATERS, JJlRlvrxT fTMLEl. DtlBT.



Also available in the Museum Collection series

No.1 General Laws of the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes.

No.2 Minutes and Proceedings of the Finance Committee August 1895. 

No.3 Culshaws Story of the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes.

No.4 Claims and Fantasy Part One.

No.5 Minutes of the first meeting of the Grand Primo Lodge of England. 

No.6 Changi Prisoner of War Lodge No.1.

No.7 Abridged History of Grove House.

No.8 Ceremony and Chorus.

No.9 World War One Ambulances.

No.10 The Nine Lectures.

No.11 Dowlings Origin of the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes. 

No.12 The Royal Lights.

No.13 The Mystic Ring.

No.14 The Old Ritual.

No.15 League of Light.

No.16 The York, Weston Super Mare.

No.17 The Seminars.

No.18 Benevolence.

No.19 Peter the Hermit.

No.20 Light.

No.21 Gradus.

No.22 Mystic Buffaloism.

No.23 Symbology.

No.24 The Airship R101.

No.25 The Seal of the R.A.O.B. G.L.E.

No.26 Ceremonies of the Knights of the Golden Horn.

No.27 Changi & Unique Lodges.

No.28 The Opening of Grove House Orphanage.

Copies of these and other publications by the Royal Antediluvian 
Order of Buffaloes Grand Lodge of England can be obtained from 

the Grand Secretary, Grove House, Skipton Road, Harrogate, 
North Yorkshire, HG1 4LA
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