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PREFACE

Brother Stan Stirman, the curator to the R.A.O.B. M useum , has since his 
appointment undertaken an extensive examination o f the manuscripts, documents, 
files, M inute Books and other non regalia items which have been donated to  the 
Museum.

A m ongst the papers that he inherited are a considerable num ber o f 
manuscripts, many hand-written in pencil, some over one hundred years old, which 
are now so old and worn that I fear the likelihood o f their surviving for much longer 
is in doubt.

Brother Stan, has transcribed these into computerised copy in an attempt to 
preserve them for future members o f the Order, since they have an important story 
to tell in the origins o f the Order

Progressively these will be published as fundraisers for the M useum  under 
the banner title o f “The M useum Collection.”

This edition deals with the investigation set up by the Convention o f 1895 to 
look into certain irregularities in the finances o f Grand Lodge.

W.A.C. H artm ann  
G rand  Secretary 
F eb ruary  2000.
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R.A.O.B., G.L.E.

MINUTES AND REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

APPOINTED BY 
THE CONVENTION 1895

Primo John Williams -  Manchester -  Chairman 
Primo A.H. Thick -  Bournemouth.
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Primo E. Brown K.O.M. -  London 
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Forensic tests on the paper and ink confirms that the book was 
written at or around the date stated.
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PREAMBLE

On Tuesday the Grand Secretary w as asked to produce the ‘B ank B ook’, 
he stated, “It w as at the Bank, but w as not m ade up.” Prim o Cordingley, the 
senior Trustee having in the interim satisfied him self that the book was not at the 
Bank, raised the question again on the W ednesday morning, in Convention, and 
having stated that he was informed by a B ank Clerk “That the book was not at the 
Bank” . Sir Thomas Rushton denounced it as a “deliberate lie” . This remark Primo 
Cordingley insisted upon having w ithdraw n. This having been done, Prim o 
Cordingley said he deprecated any secrecy or want o f courtesy to the Delegates, 
respecting the accounts, and, being a Trustee, he was o f the opinion that the accounts 
should be open to  the inspection o f  all Delegates. H e proposed that the Grand 
Secretary should be instructed to  fetch the book forthwith. This w as agreed to 
and the Grand Secretary left at 10.15 and returned at 11 o’clock with the Bankbook. 
It w as inspected during the day and the am ount “B anked” disagreeing w ith the 
amount on the “Balance Sheet” it was on Thursday resolved that a Committee be 
formed to investigate the matter, proposed Primo T. W. Boden, seconded Sir Robert 
Wilson-Marsh.

The following were elected from among the Delegates to act as the “Finance 
Committee” .

Sir A.E. Trigg, S irH . B row n and Prim o E. Bruce, A  H. Thick, and John 
Williams.

Instruction -  “To go into the financial position o f the Order, check the Banking 
Account, and report to the Convention Delegates.

The Committee assembled in a room adj oining the Convention and elected 
Prim o John Williams, Chairman and Sir A. Trigg, Secretary.

The C hairm an at 10.15 a.m. on A ugust 8th 1895 duly opened the 
proceedings, and called upon Primo Charles Cordingley to state why, as a Trustee, 
he did not see the funds properly banked, he informed the Committee that he had 
carried a resolution in Grand Lodge “That all monies should be banked forthwith” 
and that G rand Lodge w as not acting in accordance therew ith; he coveted, 
personally, as a Trustee the fullest enquiry” .
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The Grand Secretary, Sir Thomas Rushton, thereupon made a rambling sort 
o f statement, respecting the Funds, which the Committee could make nothing of. 
He, inter alia stated that the Grand Treasurer, Sir Francis W ebster had given him 
(Rushton) a cheque dated May, 19th 1895 for £119, w hich he had kept by him 
until June, 5th 1895, instead o f banking it “because he had no Bank Book”, he also 
stated that the amount in the Balance Sheet (£278 1 s. 5d.) he paid to the Treasurer. 
£ s d

May, 3rd. 1895 148 11 5
June, 5th. 1895 119 0 0

267 11 5

Treasurer holds per Balance Sheet D ecem ber 1894
278 1 5

Cheque as above 119 0 0
159 1 5 Treasurer should hold

After a brief discussion by the Committee, the Chairman asked the Grand 
Secretary the following questions

Chairman:- D o you keep a Cask B ook showing Dr. & Cr. account o f 
M onies received by you and paid by you?

Secretary:- Oh,Yes!

Chairman:- Can you produce it for the inspection o f the Committee?

Secretary:- Certainly!

The Com m ittee agreeing that the production o f  this book could settle the 
m atter as far as the Grand Secretary was concerned, the Chairman instructed the 
Grand Secretary to take a cab and fetch the book from his residence in Walworth.

At 11 o ’ clock Sir Thom as Rushton left to get the book as instructed by the 
Chairman. Sir Herbert Case, one o f the Auditors for 1894 and co Trustee arriving 
at this period, he endeavoured to  explain how the discrepancy m ight have arisen 
and tried to exculpate the Grand Secretary from any blame respecting the apparent 
deficiency between the amount on the Balance Sheet as “Banked” and the figures 
in the B ank Book. He stated that the Secretary had prepared the Balance Sheet



to  June 3 Oth 1895 and, therefore the item  s coul d b e seen by the C om m ittee and 
this could, he thought, enable them  to  arrive at a satisfactory settlem ent o f  the 
questions on the finances -  both he and Sir John W heeler had partly checked the 
current B alance Sheet. Sir H erbert also stated that on the previous day he had 
signed an open cheque in the Convention room. Primo Cordingley -  the co Trustee
-  at once replied that he w as asked to  do so, and refused.

The Chairm an expressed the opinion that it w as a m ost injudicious act, 
especially after our past experiences generally and that o f Liverpool particularly -  
The Com m ittee agreed that it w as not expedient for a B rother to act in the duel 
capacity o f Auditor and Trustee, and the Chairman intimated this to Sir Herbert.

Sir Herbert Case admitted this, and said it really had not occurred to him  to 
resign the Auditorship on being appointed a Trustee. Sir Herbert was asked “If  he 
personally satisfied h im self (as stated at the foot o f  the B alance Sheet) that the 
am ount giving in the Balance Sheet (£278/1/5) as banked by the Treasurer was 
actually in hand? -  his reply was -  “That he had taken the Grand Secretary’s word 
that the accounts as between him self and the Grand Treasurer were correct, as the 
Secretary had told him that he had seen the Treasurer and it was alright”, and he 
had certainly accepted that the statement was correct.

The meeting having waited until 12.25 for the return o f the Grand Secretary 
stood adjourned.

The Committee resumed at 2.15 p.m. and a telegram handed in at Walworth
-  from  the G rand Secretary w as read stating that he had gone to  see the Grand 
Treasurer.

The Com m ittee expressed considerable surprise thereat as Sir Thom as 
R ushton had prom ised to  return in h a lf  and hour, being told simply to  fetch his 
cash-book.

The unauthorised action o f  Sir Thom as R ushton necessitated a further 
adj oumment and after a short discussion on the peculiar situation, the Committee 
rose at 3.30 p.m.

Signed 9ofm 'MJiffiam Chairman.
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ATTENDANCE REGISTER

August 8 August 9 August 20 August 21 A ugust 22 Com m ittee
10.25 2.15 12.55. 2.15i. 9.00 Evening 4.20 Eve 10.30
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Secretary

Y Y Y Y Y - Late - - Pr. C. Cordingley 
Trustee

Y - - Y Y - Late Y Y Pr. H.W. Case 
Auditor

- - - - - - Late - - Pr. J. W heeler 
Auditor

- - - - - - Y - - Pr. Coatsworth 
Grand Primo

- - - - - - Y Y - Pr. W ebster 
Grand Treasurer



Friday August, 9th 1895

The Com m ittee sat at 12.55 p.m., the Grand Secretary being still absent, 
without leave, or instruction.

Sir Arthur Trigg reported that the Grand Prim o had wired, at 10.15 p.m. to 
the Grand Treasurer, also the Grand Secretary, the following message

“Convention demand your attendance at once” .

The m inutes o f the previous meeting, having been read it was proposed by 
Prim o Thick, seconded by Prim o Bruce that they be passed as correctly read, and 
be confirmed. Carried unan.

The Secretary then reported that the fo llow ing resolution had been 
unanimously agreed to in the “Convention” at 4.3 5 p.m. the previous aftemoon:-

“That the Committee appointed re the ‘Bank Book and financial position o f 
the GL.E. continue and complete their investigation (and if  not complete before 
the rising o f the “Convention”, the Committee to be paid a half guinea (52.5p.) per 
day from  the rising o f  the “Convention”) and cause a report to  be sent to  every 
Delegate forthwith.” (On a proposition o f Sir R .W il son-Marsh, secondedby Sir 
J ohn Archdeacon).

Two telegram s were read from the Grand Secretary

Gracechurch St. 10.35 a.m. “FoundW ebster, Southend. G o ing toB ow fo r 
particulars” .

B ow  11.30a.m. “W ebster left early train to bring coach from Southend” .

Com plete surprise was now  expressed by the Com m ittee generally at the 
non-return, and wasting o f valuable time by Sir Thomas Rushton, such proceedings 
being calculated to cause considerable uneasiness and excite suspicion, under the 
circumstances.

It being impossible to proceed in the absence o f Rushton the meeting again 
adjourned at 1.05 p.m.



The Committee resumed their task at 2.55 p.m. the Grand Secretary having 
returned after an unaccountable and utterly useless absence from 1.00 p.m. on the 
previous day.

Instead o f  producing the Account Books as requested, he now  desired the 
Chairman, or some o f the Committee to accompany him to Bow, there to meet the 
G rand Treasurer, at 5 o ’clock. H e w as sure the w hole m atter could then be 
satisfactorily explained and the Com m ittee could rest assured that the accounts 
were correct. After discussion regarding the action o f the Grand Secretary it was 
decided adopt any suggestion that would probably lead to a solution o f the apparently 
grave discrepancy in the accounts, and it w as eventually resolved:- “That the 
Chairm an do accom pany to  B ow  for the purpose o f  an interview  w ith Grand 
Treasurer and that the Com m ittee do m eet at 8 p.m. at the Bedford H ead Hotel, 
M aiden Lane, Strand to receive and act upon the C hairm an’s report” .

The m eeting adjourned at 3.30 p.m.

The Committee resumed their sittings at 9.00 p.m. on the arrival at the Bedford 
Head Hotel o f the Chairman, accompanied by the Grand Treasurer and the Grand 
Secretary.

The Chairman reported that he had with Sir Thomas Rushton, interviewed 
Sir Francis Webster at Bow  and had received from him the following particulars of 
monies paid by him.

These together with a Cheque 
given by Grand Secretary and 
by him. 119 0 0

175 11 0
0 17 3

176 8 3
showed a total 
expenditure o f £175/11/0
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and this together w ith an amount o f 17/3 the Grand Treasurer admitted having in 
hand accounted for £176 8s. 3d. leaving an am ount o f  £101 13s 2d. to  be 
accounted for, according to  the am ount o f  £278 Is. 5d. shown on the Balance 
Sheet for the ha lf year ending Decem ber 1894 as “Banked by the Treasurer” .

Sir Francis W ebster personally corroborated the Chairm an’s remarks as to 
the amount o f cash he had paid as Grand Treasurer, and he assured the Committee 
that his accounts were accurate. Sir Francis stating that Messrs. Greenslade’s a/c, 
for emblems was always sent direct to him, and not through the proper channel, 
and he sent on a cheque for payment entirely on his own responsibility and without 
consulting the Delegates in Grand Lodge.

A  lively discussion having taken place, it becam e evident that no definite 
conclusion could be arrived at this night, for the Grand Secretary had not brought 
the Cash Book he left on Thursday to fetch, and m oreover his previous statement 
was now  found to be erroneous for he now  actually admitted that he did not keep 
a cash book as he informed the Committee he did. This painful admission came as 
a great surprise to the Committee after Rushton’s previous statements. Sir Harry 
Brow n suggested the adjournm ent o f the m eeting for a fortnight, but Sir Arthur 
Trigg suggested the desirability o f a meeting the next day and going into the matter 
by the aid o f  the current B alance Sheet (June 30th 1895) (as he knew  from  
experience that m oney was som etim es paid to  the Treasurer after the B alance 
Sheet had been passed, owing to  the inability o f  the Grand Secretary to  find the 
Grand Treasurer) and perhaps the discrepancy might at once be found.

The Grand Secretary again astonished the Committee by stating absolutely 
that he should have to sit up all night to  get the Balance Sheet ready, and this was 
said after Sir H erbert Case had openly stated that the June B alance Sheet was 
ready and he had partly checked it with his co-auditor -  To an unbiased Committee 
it seemed nothing but shuffle from beginning to end -  This new development caused 
another lively discussion and it was found that Primo Bruce was staying in London 
for another w eek and eventually it w as agreed; (Prim o B ruce and Sir Thom as 
Rushton consenting) that Primo Bruce meets Sir Thomas Rushton on the 14th inst. 
To carefully check the current Balance Sheet and that the Committee meet on the 
21 st inst. A t 4.00 p.m. at the Bedford H ead Hotel to  receive the report o f Prim o 
Bruce and there and then endeavour to come to some decision regarding the large 
deficiency in the accounts between the Bank a/c and the Balance Sheet for December 
1894.
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This m eeting  w as ad journed  at 10.20 p.m . un til the 21st inst. A t 4 .00 
o ’clock p.m.

Signed John 'MJiffiam Chairman

Tuesday August 20th 1895

The Com m ittee m et at 10.00 p.m. at Sir H arry B row n’s, 10 D erby St, 
K ings Cross to  m eet Prim o Bruce and receive his report.

He, Prim o Bruce, stated that everything w as m ost unsatisfactory and he 
decided to come to London again instead o f making a report thereon. The meeting 
therefore adjoum ed until the meeting as arranged (on August 21 st 1895)

Space left for Primo Bruce to make any comment he thinks fit.

I m et the G rand Secretary at the B edford Hotel, Strand on W ednesday 
August 14th 1895 The Grand Prim o being present. On attem pting to check the 
current Balance Sheet, I found not at all properly prepared, nor had the Grand 
Secretary any vouchers for the num erous payments, the Grand Secretary saying 
that all the vouchers were in the hands o f  the Auditors (although he promised the 
Com m ittee a w eek previous to be prepared with a correct Balance Sheet and all 
necessary vouchers) who he expected having finished with them.

During the previous w eek I at once saw that it was merely a continuance o f 
the Grand Secretary’s tactics, as exhibited by him, during the whole o f this annoying 
business. I intimated to the Grand Secretary the uselessness o f a further waste o f 
time, he therefore promised to  send m e per post the vouchers and Balance Sheet 
to investigate and check. I promised to do so, and also to write to the Chairman of 
the Com m ittee and also the G rand Prim o reporting m y success. The Grand 
Secretary never sent either B alance Sheet or vouchers as prom ised, therefore I 
again j oumeyed to London and met the Committee on the 21 st August as arranged.

Signed £. feme
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The Com m ittee sat a 4.20 p.m. at the Bedford H ead Hotel.

The minutes o f the previous meeting having been read, Sir Thomas Rushton 
took exception to  the paragraphs referring to  his absence and declared that 
someone told him  to see the Grand Treasurer. The Chairm an told him  distinctly 
that he was not authorised to do so by the Committee and that the Grand Treasurer’s 
name was not even mentioned by them and the action he took he did solely on his 
own responsibility. It was thereupon proposed by Sir Harry Brown and seconded 
by Prim o Bruce that the m inutes be passed as correctly read, and be confirmed. 
Carried unan.

The Grand Treasurer, Sir Francis Webster, now  m ade his statement to the 
Committee and produced his Cash Book for inspection.

H e stated that the balance in his hands o f  £80 7s. 4d. in D ecem ber 1893 
was correct. On the first opportunity that afforded he objected, in Grand Lodge, 
to  the Balance Sheet o f June 1894 and said that his account as stated thereon was 
not correct, but no notice w as taken o f  his objection, therefore, he could not be 
held responsible for any error.

He also said that he always gave the Grand Secretary a receipt for all monies 
received from him, and if  he could produce a receipt, or any part o f his signature, 
he would at once give a cheque for any amount he had given his receipt for.

The net result being that the cash in hand o f  G rand Treasurer should be 
17s. 3d. instead o f  £75 15s. 5d. that o f  G rand Secretary should be £119 
17s 3d. instead o f  £44 19s. Id.

The Grand Secretary adm itted that he always had a receipt for m onies he 
paid to the Grand Treasurer, and he stated that the receipts were in his possession 
but he could not find them  although he had searched everyw here for seventeen 
hours.

Wednesday August 21st 1895

The Chairm an rem inded the Grand Secretary that he had been allowed a 
fortnight to  prepare his account for the Committee, as he promised he would do.
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Chairman:- “Is there any possibility o f  your being able to  produce the 
necessary receipts in any given time?”

Rushton:- “N o possibility unless the papers can be found” .

Chairman:- “Are you prepared to accept the responsibility o f the Balance 
Sheet to  the am ount o f  £119 17s. 3d. in hand?”

Rushton:- “I will give my word subject to finding the necessary papers” .

The Chairman then drew Sir Herbert Case’s attention to the printed remarks 
at the foot o f  the B alance Sheet and desired to  know  if  that w as correct? Sir 
Herbert Case admitted that he had not seen the Account as between the Treasurer 
and Secretary was correctly recorded and said it was not exactly the thing but, the 
fact was, he had taken the Secretary’s figures for granted. The Chairm an then 
asked what m ode o f procedure the A uditor’s took to satisfy them selves as to  the 
accuracy o f  the amount paid to  the Treasurer? Sir Herbert answered “By seeing 
the vouchers!”

Sir Francis W ebster stated that he never signed the Balance Sheet and they 
were issued without his authority or sanction.

The Chairman now said that it was perfectly useless to waste any more time, 
the Committee had listened most patiently to the various officers and having gone 
fully into the matter must now decide upon their report; they could only accept the 
facts and figures laid before them, and had the Grand Secretary assisted them  in 
the first place instead o f uselessly running all over London the m atter could have 
been settled in a very short time, as it w ould now. The Treasurer’s book seemed 
perfectly correct, and in order, and in the absence o f any legitim ate proof to the 
contrary they (the Com m ittee) m ust accept it as it stood, therefore, the Grand 
Secretary being unable to produce any evidence o f payment, during the fortnight 
given to him for the purpose, he must be held responsible for the deficit and must 
give a guarantee that he will pay the amount deficient into the Bank within 3 calendar 
m onths unless he produces in the m eantim e evidence o f  paym ent to  the Grand 
Treasurer.

Sir Thomas Rushton distinctly refused to sign any document at first, but on 
finding the Committee were determined and the Chairman inexorable he reluctantly 
consented sign the document.

14



At this stage the Committee adj oum ed for tea refreshment.

On resum ing at 8 o ’ clock the following docum ent was drawn up and was 
signed by the G rand Secretary, and a copy was given to  him. The original was 
stam ped at Somerset House on August 22nd 1895

“Bedford House Hotel” 
M aiden Lane, 

Strand, 
London W.C.

I the undersigned, Thomas Rushton, o f 120 Thrush Street, Walworth, in the 
County o f  Surrey, do hereby declare that I did on the thirtieth day o f June, 1895 
hold the sum o f One hundred and nineteen pounds, Seventeen shillings and Three 
pence in hand, belonging to the Grand Lodge o f England o f the Royal Antediluvian 
Order o f Buffaloes which I undertake to pay into the Birkbeck Bank within Three 
Calendar M onths from the date hereof, should I in the interim be unable to produce 
proof o f payment to the Grand Treasurer.

D ated this Twenty-first day o f  August, One thousand Eight hundred and 
Ninety five

Signed Thomas %iskrm W itnesses
Signed John Williams

Arthur Trigg

It was resolved:- that the above docum ent shall be placed in the hands o f 
Prim o C. Cordingley, the Senior Trustee, to take any action that may be necessary 
to  secure paym ent o f the cash into the Bank.

The Com m ittee then considered their draft report and it was resolved that 
500 copies o f the report be printed and circulated.

Sir Francis W ebster tendered a vote o f  thanks to the Com m ittee for their 
efforts in endeavouring to discover the whereabouts o f the deficiency.

The Chairm an thanked Sir Francis and the Com m ittee were dism issed to 
visit Grand Lodge at 10.15p.m .

Signed 9o(m TVilliavm Chairman
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At this meeting Sir John Webster, the Auditor for the half year ending June 
1895 reported that he had discovered a deficiency betw een the Treasurer and 
Secretary’s a/c’s on the previous Balance Sheet. He had discovered an amount o f 
£26 15 s. Od. credited to  the Treasurer but actually paid to  Rushton, and yet he 
credited the Treasurer, this w as an instance o f  the careful w ay the accounts are 
dealt with.
Thursday August 22nd 1895

The Com m ittee met at 26 Torbay St. at 10.30 a.m. to  consider and amend 
their report which was finally agreed to  and ordered to be printed.

Proposed Prim o Bruce, seconded Prim o Thick that the m inutes o f the 
previous m eeting be passed as correctly read and confirmed. Carried unan.

The Committee was then adjourned sine die 

Signed 9o(m 'MJiffiams Chairman

M EM O October 17th 1895

The D elegates in Grand Lodge were inform ed on October 16th 1895 that 
the Grand Treasurer having submitted his bank account for an independent audit, 
an am ount had been discovered m aking the Treasurer in hand June, 30th 1895 
£21/19/1 instead o f 17/3

These minutes having been submitted to us for our personal inspection we, 
the undersigned, are perfectly satisfied as to the accuracy thereof and should they 
be disputed, we are o f the opinion that they should be printed for the information of 
the Brothers o f the GL.E.

Signed . tyiiffiami
■ /. -y/. -'i/iic/i
( ftun-J-'Jhin-f
■ fty 3iitmm
■ Jtt/mt < . ■’/ tifftf

Chairman
K .O .M .
P.G.P. Yorkshire, S.D.W.R. 
K .O .M .
K .O .M ., Secretary.
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COMMENTS BY MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE

' J (ft I ■ ’f t / h u t .

■ft had g iv e n  m e y i e a t f t  team  te to t eft f t  /h it v e ty  m in u te  accou n t of* cu t 
in  ved fin a t  ion to t/tec /in q  the f in a n c e  o f  (f .  a n d  t lu d t  i t  m a n  deem  
advidahte to the  -v. to h a ve  them  f t  t in te d  a n d  d id tiih u ted  a m cn a d t the
f f  te v in c ia f  h a n d  ffcdyed, ed fc c ia lty  a f/e t d u c t a  d e fic it ad id now  in  
cidcufaticn f^iom the fo m m ifte e  aftftt in /e d  f y  (f .  to ecndtcfed thid cu t 
m oth.

t/eu  h a ve  m y  f te lm id d cn  to m ah e w h a t  tide y o u  m a y  deem  necedda ty  o f  
thid.

3  am  y o u  td f t a  tot n a tty

s i . ’iff. ’thtich, 3 >.3 >. (Q .3>. , ■ '/(.(.■ tf. of' 3)o u m en  t(■- t t f t  rd  f tid fu c t  

do  s i .  f . ■'itiyy

■ t ty  Head i f  i t  s / . f . d t i y y ,

3  a m  m od / ced ta in ty  o f th e  cftfnicn th a t  the m inuted a n d  defied t  of' the  
f t  icceedinyd o f  th e  d i-nan ce 1 c m  m iffee  ad htetein ccn ifiited  dhoti t d  he 
f t  t in te d  a n d  did f iih u fe d  a m c n y d t  th e  mem hedd of* th e  (faded, a n d  I f  
ea  inedtty  f tu d l th a t  the h a n d  execu tive f o u n d !  w ilt, in  fhtcit widctcm, 
dee th e ii w a y  to ta le  thid in  h a n d , a n d h a v e  the damef'tit hfi'died'fed f t  w ith .

')(i/h  h in d  leya  idd 
i f  in ce te /y  ycudd

to. 35. -ft true
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THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT WAS PRESENTED TO GRAND LODGE

£ s. d.
Primo Thick 3 days £1/11/6 Fare 18/- 2 9 6
SirH . Brown 3 days £1/11/6 1 11 6
Primo Bruce 3 days £1/11/6 Fare £1/15/- 3 6 6
Sir A. Trigg 4 days £2/2/- Incidentals 5/6 2 7 6
SirF .G  Coatsworth 2 days 1 1 0
Primo Williams 3 days £1/11/6 Fare £1/11/- 3 2 6

£13 18 6

This account was strenuously opposed, especially by Sir Herbert Case, but 
having the Grand Prim o on the list, who by the bye altered his amount during the 
d iscussion  to  10/6, and w hen  passed  a lte red  it b ack  again  to  £1/1/-. The 
account w as passed  eventually.
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Report of the Finance Committee 

APPOINTED BY

CONVENTION
IN  CONCLAVE AS SEM BLED AT

THE WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL, LONDON
AU G U ST 8th 1895 

Committee

Primo John Williams Manchester, Chairman
Prim o A  H. Thick Bournemouth
Prim o H. Brown, K .O M . London
Prim o E . Bruce Yorkshire
Prim o A.E. Trigg, K .O M . London, Secretary

Brother Delegates,

Your Committee have to report that a grave discrepancy was discovered in 
the Grand Lodge Accounts.

A  settlem ent has now  been arrived at, the Grand Secretary having signed 
and placed in the hands o f  Prim o Cordingley, your senior Trustee, a document to 
the effect that he holds him self responsible for the deficiency, and should he fail to 
locate the error he will pay the amount deficient into B irbeck B ank within three 
months.

Your Committee regret having to condemn the lax system o f book-keeping 
hitherto adopted by the Grand Secretary, and urgently point out the necessity o f a 
proper set o f  account books being at once obtained and efficiently kept, that all 
monies be paid into the Bank immediately on receipt thereof, that all payments be 
made by cheque without exception., and that the services o f a Chartered Accountant 
be retained to certify the accounts.
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Your Com m ittee are o f  the opinion that i f  your Auditors, during the year 
1894 had properly performed their duties this unfortunate discrepancy could not 
have arisen.

Your Committee were informed by your Grand Treasurer that the Balance 
Sheets w ere issued and his nam e appended without his authority.

Your Com m ittee are also o f  the opinion that it is unwise for one Brother to 
act in the dual capacity o f Auditor and Trustee, and cannot too strongly m ark their 
disapproval o f such action.

Your Com m ittee are pleased to place on record their high appreciation o f 
the service rendered to the O rder generally by Prim o Charles Cordingley in so 
efficiently carrying out the duties o f his office as one o f your Trustees.

Finally, your Committee venture to hope that you will consider their report 
satisfactory, and that acting upon the instruction you gave them, and the onerous 
task you im posed upon them , they have, assisted by the present A uditors and 
Trustees, been enabled to come to a unanim ous agreement.

We are, Brother Delegates,
Fraternally yours

'/(/n Chairman.

■ C. ■hiffff, Secretary.
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&\ommokd y^edae 
( f  the ■ 'tiftde (i  id  tic f. 

5, G flim tid  i t  fleet, 
•dMarAfaxd 

J9th. (Dctehei 3895

'te rn  i f  it  a n d M io th e l,

‘‘d h a  t  the h ea  d a  fhtanhi <J fh ii OCcdae he accorded to the m em heib o f  the .arid  
€cm  m  itte e  jc  i m e il ca ha t the ■> e t riee. ’

Hr a  t.iI'tafet n a tty .

itled h . i f  horrid.

PR O V IN CIA L GRAND LO D G E OF W ALSALL A N D SOUTH 
STAFFORDSHIRE

Headquarters: N ew  Inn Hotel 
Park Street, Walsall

i fi j i fc n ih c i , f t h  3895

'J ea t i f  i t  a n d  M io th e l,
it/cai le / ic i t  o f  the  d r  n a n c e  d o n im ittee  teak rea d  in  G la n d  tjC cdae fa .J  
d h n  tbday a n d  d a m  leyriebtedto ccncey  to the  C o m m ittee car hebfthaiihA  
a n d  t h a t  tee rca.t th o b o n y h ty  batik f e e d  w ith  t/r a  i in  cobfitjaficnb a n d  
conbictel the  le /io lt  to he r a y  batibfaetoly.

d o n  tb f ’la te  O natty,

' f . f . . f a  hr f t

43  tii/tia m  i t  t a  r /  , 
d ia tb a tt.
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PROVIN CIAL GRAND LO D G E OF NO RTH U M BERLA N D  AND
DURHAM

■ lag.> .Ahead .A hctet, 
/■V, d ia n n  3 fleet, 

■ icu ca .J /f.

')  < ft t 3  i t  a n d  3 tn  fha t

3  a m  inA-tt-acted f g  m o tio n  o f  o a f  3 .  A .  3 .  to th a n h  y o u  f o f  g o a f  
command-cation ie the doingA of the f in a n c e  hom m ittee, a n d  to aAK y o u  
i f  iff a  ec ttfd  .a t f f /g  m e w ith  a  c t f g  o f  the neat fa  tel, i fa n a , a  A a /fe te d  f g  
the f t  n ren fii n c-f i f  y o n  c o a td in fc im  m e uthc a te  the offieiatA  c f G .S .  
athle te th e headgifaiteiA  a  te.

of

3 he tea.a n 3  a m  f to u t  tin g  g o a  f o t  th e a to m  in fo tm a/ion  if J.d. ate h a d
n o t  a  d e fe c a te  a t  t'< n ren  fit n 2 n d . th e  G ta n d  3 'ec te /a  tg  ha-A n o t
an  a t e a  f t  m g  fa.3  com m  un ica tion , a n d  3 id. ate do no t  neat hn ew  athe te 
to adotieAA o a t cctteA fcndence.

3  w i t t  tern i f  money- f o t  'S ta te  3>ooh i f i t  iAficAAitfe f  t iff a  to g e t  m e one.

■ f-doing f o i  goa-t fo-tgioe-ne-AA fo-t f a u t / i n g  g o u  on th-i-A m a t te i  a n d  
than  h in g  g f  a  a g a in  f o t  the c itea  fa t.

3  te g  to a m a in
S e a  t 3 it  a n d  M io th e i
3 c a  iA e e ig  f a t e i n a t t g .

ShentaA S ia i th c if e

3 .  ft. i tc e a  /ft tg.
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